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Cherry Tree Curriculum Intent 
The aim of the curriculum at Cherry Tree Primary School is to provide a broad and balanced curriculum 

for all pupils. It will ensure the locality of the school plays an important role and takes into full account 

the children’s backgrounds and how they can best be prepared for future life and for the next stage 

of their education. We aim to ensure that our collaborative curriculum is planned and sequenced so 

that knowledge and skills build on prior learning and we have high expectations that children achieve 

the national expectations at the end of each year group. We aim to provide an inclusive, challenging 

and engaging curriculum, irrespective of starting points/levels of disadvantage – including children 

with SEND – where all children are encouraged to be as ambitious as they can be. 

RE Intent   
We follow the Discovery RE scheme of work, which fosters an enquiry-based approach to our RE 
learning. 
With these aspirations, our intent for the RE curriculum are: 

• To know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews. 
• To express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and 

worldviews. 
• To gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews. 
• To respect ideas, religions and worldviews which may differ to our own. 
• To have opportunities to gain cultural capital both within school and in the local community. 

Through our curriculum, we hope for children to develop a secure understanding of the knowledge 
and concepts surrounding RE as well as developing positive attitudes to cultures and beliefs that vary 
from their own. 
 
Purpose of study (from National Curriculum) 
Schools are required to teach RE, but it isn't part of the National Curriculum; this means that, although 
they provide guidance on what to teach and the aims of learning about RE, these are non-statutory. 
Schools with a designated denomination - faith schools - do not have to follow the Locally Agreed 
Syllabus and may write their own, though they can follow the Locally Agreed Syllabus if they wish to 
teach in line with other schools in the area. We follow Discovery RE. 

Aims (from National Curriculum) 
As the RE curriculum is agreed on by the Local Authority, there are no statutorily required topics to 
be covered. The RE curriculum framework document does state the ways a well-designed syllabus 
will benefit children, help them to grow and understand their world: 

• Pupils should develop understanding of concepts and mastery of skills 
to make sense of religion and belief, at an appropriate level of 
challenge for their age. 

• RE should provide opportunities for pupils to develop positive 
attitudes and values and to reflect and relate their learning in RE to 
their own experience. 

• Building on the statutory requirements, it is recommended that 
there should be a wide ranging study of religion and belief across 
the key stages as a whole. 
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• Not all religions need to be studied at the same depth or in each 
key stage, but all that are studied should be studied in a way that is 
coherent and promotes progression. 

• Pupils should have the opportunity to learn that there are those 
who do not hold religious beliefs and have their own philosophical 
perspectives, and subject matter should facilitate integration and 
promotion of shared values. 

• The study of religion should be based on the legal requirements 
and provide an appropriate balance between and within 
Christianity, other principal religions, and, where appropriate other 
religious traditions and world views, across the key stages as a 
whole, making appropriate links with other parts of the curriculum 
and its cross-curricular dimensions. 

Subject Content (from National Curriculum) 
They suggest that RE provision covers three key questions: 

• What are we trying to achieve? 

• How will we organize the learning? 

• How will we measure success? 

The document points out that the principles of good planning apply to RE as they do any curriculum 
subject. These include: 

• Providing a high-quality, joined-up, and progressive experience of RE. 

• Incorporating RE into the wider dimensions of the curriculum. 

• Allowing flexibility to best suit the needs of learners. 

It also encourages a more creative approach to delivering RE, such as teaching key concepts through 
storytelling and exploring their meanings. 

Planning 

Long Term Planning 
Long term plans outline the topics/units which children will study within each year group.  This 
document is reviewed regularly by the subject leader to ensure that the curriculum is broad, balanced 
and fulfils the requirements of the National Curriculum.  Additionally, the long term plan will identify 
the key text which children will study within each topic.  The key text will be utilised within reading 
and writing lessons to support our cross curricular approach.  The subject leader and reading leads 
regularly review the key texts used across school to ensure they are relevant, engaging, challenging 
and providing children with access to a broad range of genres and authors.   
Copies of the long term plan for each subject will be available on the teacher drive and also on the 
school website for parents and other interested parties.   
(Appendix 1 Discovery RE and planning folder on teaching drive) 
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Knowledge and Skill Progression Document 
Each subject has a knowledge and skill progression document, which outlines the key knowledge, skills 
and vocabulary that pupils will learn in each topic/unit.  The curriculum has been carefully planned to 
ensure that there is clear progression in the knowledge, skills and vocabulary that the children learn.  
Alongside this, pupils are provided with opportunities to revisit prior learning to support them to know 
more and remember more.   
(Appendix 2) 

Medium Term Planning/Short Term Planning 
Medium terms plans are created by HLTAS, teachers and Discovery Re using the knowledge and skills 
progression documents, pupils’ prior learning and the National Curriculum as a starting point.  The 
learning is carefully sequenced to build upon pupils’ existing knowledge.   
 
Prior to teaching a unit, teachers will familiarise themselves with the key knowledge, skills and 
vocabulary that the pupils will be assessed against.  This will ensure that learning is sharply focussed 
on the key outcomes.   

Knowledge Organisers 
Each RE unit will have a Knowledge Organiser.  This is shared with pupils, stuck into their RE Journal 
(alongside the topic front cover) and a copy is added to the topic display.  The Knowledge Organiser 
includes the key knowledge and vocabulary which the children will be expected to remember.  The 
Knowledge Organiser will not include everything which is taught within the topic. Knowledge 
Organisers are used in a variety of ways within lessons.   They may be used as a starting point within 
a lesson to introduce new learning.  They could also be used as a retrieval activity (e.g. adults quizzing 
the pupils or pupils quizzing one another).  Knowledge Organisers can also be revisited in subsequent 
terms and year groups to support pupils’ retention of the key learning.   

RE in EYFS 

 

· Understand that some places are special to members of their community 

· Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

People, culture and communities ELG: 

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 

country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 

stories, nonfictions texts and when appropriate, maps. 
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Implementation 
 

Teaching Sequence 
Staff will teach this subject once a week. It will alternate between HLTA and Teacher. Christianity is 
taught in every year group in Discovery RE and the enquiry approach adds challenge, requiring children 
to retain knowledge and apply it to the big question using their critical thinking skills. 
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Adaptive Teaching 
At Cherry Tree, we understand that pupils learn at different rates and require different levels and 
types of support to succeed.  Teachers will need to have a strong understanding of pupils’ levels of 
prior knowledge and any barriers to learning.  Adaptive teaching includes:  

• making use of formative assessment to identify where content may need to be broken down 
further, 

• carefully balancing the input of new content, taking into account pupils’ prior knowledge and 
understanding, 

• making effective use of teaching assistants and additional adults, 

• making use of well-designed resources, 

• careful use of scaffolding to support pupils’ learning. 

• the use of images including widgit to support understanding in particular vocabulary  

• using real life resources and learning experiences such as trips and visitors to help children 
understand the learning in a real-world setting 

• the use of concrete resources such as real artefacts and objects to aid children’s understanding  
 
Adapted tasks can be a part of adaptive teaching, but will only be used where this is appropriate and 
where high expectations for all pupils are maintained.   

Retrieval practice/spaced retrieval  
The vast majority of lessons will begin with a short review (3 to 5 minutes) of previous learning.  This 
daily review will support children to strengthen their recall and understanding of: key knowledge/facts 
(e.g. x3 tables, the reasons for the Viking invasion of Britain); key vocabulary (e.g. the layers of a 
rainforest, the definition of words from the knowledge organiser), key concepts (eg. Monarchy); or 
procedures (e.g. column addition).   
Reviewing previous learning will normally focus on either: 

• Practising and recalling previously learnt knowledge or skills.  This will enable the pupils to 
recall this information with increased automaticity.  This enables pupils to develop well-
connected networks of information/ideas (schema) and this in turn reduces the impact on 
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pupils’ working memory and allows them to access prior knowledge more readily and learn 
new information more easily.   

• Practising and recalling previously learnt knowledge, vocabulary or skills, which will support 
the pupils within that day’s lesson.  This will reduce the load on pupils’ working memory and 
support their learning of new information.   

 
Retrieval practice at Cherry Tree may be completed as a ‘Flashback 4’ activity.  Pupils will answer a 
question based on a review of previous learning from the: last lesson; last week; last term; and last 
year.  This enables pupils to develop well-connected networks of information and ideas (schema).   

Staff Subject Knowledge  
At Cherry Tree, we recognise the importance of providing all staff with the subject knowledge and 
resources to deliver a high quality and ambitious curriculum to all pupils.  Staff CPD identifies regular 
opportunities to develop the three types of essential knowledge needed to effectively plan and teach 
the curriculum: 

• Content knowledge – teachers’ knowledge of the subject they are teaching, 

• Pedagogical knowledge – teachers’ knowledge of effective teaching methods, 

• Pedagogical content knowledge – teachers’ knowledge of how to teach the particular subject 
or topic. 

Cooperative Learning Strategies  
Where appropriate, lessons may involve cooperative learning strategies (including Kagan structures) 
to support pupils’ learning.  The structures provide pupils with a framework to scaffold and support 
their discussions and learning.  These structures help to ensure that all pupils are engaged within their 
learning and that all pupils contribute to paired, group and whole class discussions. 
 

• Rally Robin   

• Timed Pair Share 

• Round Robin (including All Write Round Robin) 

• Rally Coach 

• Stand Up, Hand Up, Pair Up 

Recording of Work 
Work recorded in orange RE/PSHE books. Each child has one of these. Work to be completed once a 
week either in exercise books or black books. Learning is also recorded on the learning experience 
platform, Seesaw.  
 

Feedback and Marking  
Verbal feedback and dialogue should happen every day. Both verbal and written feedback should be 

specific to the steps to success and should identify both positives and next steps so that the child has 

a clear understanding of how to move their learning forward.    

EYFS – verbal feedback should be used daily in the Early Years, within adult – led and child initiated 

learning. 

(See marking and feedback policy for more detail.) 
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Assessment 
When used effectively, assessment helps pupils to embed knowledge and assists teachers in 
identifying where pupils require further support. 
At Cherry Tree Primary School, our knowledge and skill progression documents (and knowledge 
organisers) set out clear end points for individual units of work, for the year group and cumulatively 
for the key stage.  These end points reflect the attainment targets set out in the National Curriculum.   

Formative Assessment 
Formative assessment will take a variety of forms and will occur in all lessons.  Formative assessment 
strategies are intended to support teachers to identify the knowledge and skills which have been 
secured and to identify misconceptions and less secure understanding.  Teachers will use this 
information to adapt their teaching (this could be within the lesson or in preparation for the next 
lesson) and plan sequences of lessons that are well matched to the pupils’ needs.   
Formative assessment strategies will ensure that teaching is adapted to meet the needs of all children 
(see adaptive teaching).   
 

Summative Assessment 
In RE, teachers will complete summative assessments at the end of each academic year.  Teachers will 
use their knowledge of the child, evidence in books, relevant assessment information (e.g. tests or 
quizzes), and any other information they have to assess the children’s understanding against the key 
knowledge/skills.  Pupils who have met all of the assessment criteria will be assessed as being 
‘expected.  Pupils who have not yet met all of the assessment criteria will be assessed as ‘working 
towards’.   
 
This assessment information will be recorded on INSIGHT.  This allows the subject leader to monitor 
attainment throughout the school.   

Impact 
In order to measure the impact of teaching and learning in RE, subject leaders and/or senior leaders 
will triangulate evidence from a range of sources.  Subject leaders will receive dedicated time to 
monitor their subject each academic year.  The key purposes of this monitoring are to ensure there is 
a high-quality curriculum being delivered in RE and also to offer guidance and support where it is 
needed.   
Monitoring activities could include: 

• Book looks, 

• Lesson observations and/or learning walks, 

• Pupil voice, 

• Analysis of assessment information (including summative assessment data), 
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