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COVID-19 Phased return to school – Parent / carers of Reception / Year 1 and Year 6 children 

The decision to open lies with our Governing Body and Local Authority.    Understandable many of you have 

questions you would like to be answered to ensure that the safety of your child / children is at the forefront of 

everything we do.   

It is important to note that this information is correct as of today but is subject to change was we get further 

guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) and the Local Authority.  Plans may also need to change once 

we have increasing numbers of children planning to return to school.  

We have completed detailed risk assessments in school to ensure that our phased reopening is safe for children, 

parents and staff.  We want the reopening to be sustainable and have the ability to grow over the coming weeks if 

we are requested to take more children.  

Frequently asked questions 

How will school look after my children’s Mental Health? 
Children will be returning to a very different environment from the one they left in March, we will be therefore 

supporting the children with a gentle and nurturing approach. 

- The school day will be different – while we will continue to set work for home learning – which your child 

will be able to access in school and also work on new learning – a main focus of the school day will be their 

well-being. 

- Where we can we will prioritise outdoor activities for the children – therefore please send your child with the 

appropriate necessities e.g. sun cream / hat /  waterproof coat – dependent on the weather.  

- We will NOT be expecting the children to come in school uniform – clothes that can be worn outside for a 

range of activities and that are easily washable.  Clothes need to be clean on each day and we advise that 

they are washed at a high temperature when your child gets home each day. 

- We will be doing activities about the changes and the new ways of learning.   

- Some children who need it will have social stories that explain, using pictures what the new school days 

will look like.   

- Extra PSHE / Circle times will be taught and children given opportunities for quiet / reflection times if 

needed.  

- Staff with a background of supporting well-being will be on hand to support with resources etc. 

- Our focus is to nurture your child and get them back to school and routines in the best way.  

 

Will my child be able to see their friends? 

 Unfortunately there are no guarantees that your child will be with their friends.  Your child will be based in a small 

group (bubble) and will not be able to mix with other groups.  The DfE have issued the following guidelines on 

groupings -   

For primary schools, classes should normally be split in half, with no more than 15 pupils per small group and one 

teacher (and, if needed a teaching assistant. If there are any shortages of teachers, then teaching assistants can 

be allocated to lead a group, working under the direction of a teacher. 

 

All Cherry Tree groups will consist of a teacher and a teaching assistant and after completing a thorough risk 

assessment we will split children in the same year group of no more than 8 to 12 – in most case no more than 10.  

Guidance also states that schools should:   

 



Ensure that children and young people are in the same small groups at all times each day, and different groups are 

not mixed during the day, or on subsequent days. 

Therefore, once your child has attended school in a group (bubble) they will remain in that group until we receive 

new guidance on implementing social distancing in schools from the DfE.  

 

How will school ensure my child washes their hands and what extra hygiene measures will be in place? 

We are carefully following the DfE guidance from ‘implementing protective measures in education and childcare 

settings’. 

Children will all be supervised when handwashing at key points in the day – as often as necessary.  They will 

always wash their hands on arrival, before lunchtime and again in the afternoon.  We have ensured that there are 

good supplies of soap and hand sanitiser readily available. Children will of course be told to wash their hands after 

they have been to the toilet – posters are around school and in the toilet areas to remind the children the best way 

to wash their hands and how often.   Some doors will be propped open to reduce contact with door handles and 

these will be cleaned regularly.   

How will school, ensure there is Social distancing? 

At some times during the day we are going to find this extremely difficult, particularly with the younger ones.  

Children will be in their own group with two members of staff.  The children in this group will stay the same.  Desks 

will be spread out and children placed at least 2 metres apart from each other – they will stay in this place for the 

time this continues.   We remind the children constantly and there are banners and posters up all around school to 

remind them.  The corridors / stair cases all show what 2 metre spacing looks like. We are obviously restricting the 

number of children / staff in the classroom which will help and we will use the outdoors as much as possible.  When 

children are outside they will only be playing with the children from their group (bubble).   They will each have their 

own outside space. 

Who will teach my child? 

Our current plan is that all classes will be taught by a member of staff they are familiar with or who are best placed 

to support that particular year group.   The reason we cannot be more specific about this is because some staff 

may not be available e.g. shielding themselves.  Every group will have 2 members of staff.  

Where will my child be taught? 

We are aiming for year 6 to be taught in their own classroom and Year 1 will be in Year 2 classrooms, whilst 

Reception will be in Year 1 classrooms (this will also help both of these younger groups of children with transition).   

Children will have their own work spaces / tables and chairs and resources which will be cleaned regularly.  

What will my child be learning? 

Your child’s learning will mirror the learning being provided for the children at home.  Much of the time will also be 

used to support your child’s well-being – ensuring as much outdoor learning / craft / activities that promote well-

being will be as valuable as the academic subjects planned.  

What will my child need to bring? 

Your child should be bringing nothing into school unless it has been arranged with myself or the teacher.  For 

example a child who needs an inhaler in must bring that in or 

No water bottles (plastic cups will be available) / reading books / large bags or holdalls / no mobile phones / pencil 

cases (resources will be available for your child’s use only) etc. 

Will school provide a school meal? 

Children will be offered a school meal / school packed lunch or bring in their own packed lunch (please ensure this 

is not kept in a large bag / holdall – simple, small packed lunch box – which only your child will handle).  



If you pay for school dinners, please ensure you pay for them in the usual manner – monies in an envelope. Those 

children who have Free School Meals will be provided with this during this time.  If you wish your child to have a 

snack - please provide this yourself.  

 

Will staff wear PPE? 

Dfe guidance informs schools that wearing face masks in educational settings is not recommended and that the 

majority of staff in educational settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally use for their work e.g. 

gloves for first aid incidences. In the event that someone in the setting becomes unwell and requires personal care, 

all staff have been supplied with disposable face masks, gloves and aprons.  Staff will not routinely wear PPE but it 

is available if they need it.  

Will my child be allowed to wear PPE? 

Your child will not be wearing PPE within the school setting but some parents may want them to be used coming to 

and from school – if that is the case we will be asking the child to give the PPE to their adult when being dropped 

off.  

What if someone tests positive for COVID-19? 

There is a plan in place for this in school.  Anyone – child or staff member in a group – who show any symptoms, 

will be taken to an isolation room (there are two identified for Cherry Tree).  A first aider using appropriate PPE will 

look after them there, until a parent or carer, in the case of a child, can come and collect them.  The room will be 

cleaned straight away. 

If the child is over 5 they can be tested and if the test comes back positive, the rest of the children and staff in that 

group (bubble) will be sent home to isolate for 7- 14 days (depending on advice given by Public Health England / 

LA).   

If negative, the child can return to his / her group.   

Will ‘Key Worker’ and ‘Vulnerable’ children still attend school? 

Our provision for key worker and vulnerable children will continue – these children will be following many of the 

guidelines already identified and will keep within their own groups with their own staff m.  

School reopening: drop offs and pick ups 

 
As always, the safety of all members of our school community is our top priority. We wanted to share with you 
the measures we’re planning on putting in place to support social distancing during drop offs and pickups. 
 
New start and end times 
 
We plan to set separate drop off and pick up times to reduce the number of people on the school site at any one 
time and avoid crowding at school entrances and exits, so that everyone can keep to a safe distance.  
 
Here’s our planned timetable for the start and end of the school day for pupil groups: 
 
YOUR CHILD IN EITHER YEAR 6 / YEAR 1 OR RECEPTION WILL BE IN SCHOOL FOR 4 DAYS - MONDAY 
TO THURSDAY.  Friday school will be closed to ensure appropriate cleaning of each classroom.  
 
Year 6 group – TOP PITCHES start at 9 am and finish at 3pm.  They need to be dropped off by one adult (the 
same adult if possible) and picked up by one adult – always following social distancing. 
 
Year 1 group – YEAR 2 CLASSROOMS start at 9 am and finish at 3pm.  They need to be dropped off by one 
adult (the same adult if possible) and picked up by one adult – always following social distancing rules outside.   
 
 



Reception group – YEAR 1 CLASSROOMS start at 9 am and finish at 3pm.  They need to be dropped off by 
one adult (the same adult if possible) and picked up by one adult – always following social distancing rules.  
 
If the times set for your child present any sort of issue for you, please get in touch with myself to discuss 
alternative arrangements. 
 
If you require after or before school club please contact the office to discuss these arrangements 
 
How drop offs and pick-ups will work 
 
When you get to school, the following measures will be in place for everyone’s safety: 
 
There will be designated drop off points and pick up points as mentioned above- 
 
Social distancing measures will be in place and your child is expected to go into class 2 metres apart from the 
next child – markings on the floor will help with this and other examples of clear signage will also support with 
this.    
If your child becomes weepy and clingy – staff will try and coax your child into school but they will not 
make them come in and you may have to take your child home to try again the following day.  
 
PARENTS / CARERS will be unable to gather together on the school site before or after school.  Strictly – one 
adult from each household will be allowed to pick up and drop off, siblings will only be allowed if absolutely 
necessary and arranged with myself.   PLEASE BE PUNCTUAL FOR DROP OFF AND PICK UP 
 
Any parents who want to communicate with a member of staff will be asked to contact them via Do Jo / email or 
phone call and any face to face meetings requested will be held in an appropriate space with myself.    
 
Contact with the office should be minimal and only if absolutely necessary – again please follow appropriate 
social distancing measures.  Office opening hours for communications will be 8.15-11.00am. If you need to 
speak to anyone after this time – please ring this number – 07753226267 for urgent messages.  
 
 
Getting to school 
 
If you can, we’d like to encourage you to walk or cycle with your child to school.  
 
If this isn’t possible, then: 

 If you’re planning on driving, please park away from the school AS NORMAL and walk into the premises – 
to your designated drop off / pick up point following social distancing guidance at all times and allow for 
others at narrow parts of the path of necessary.  

 If you’re planning on using public transport, do your best to avoid peak times and stick to government 
guidance  

 

I am sure that you all appreciate the situation 

 

If you have any questions, please contact myself.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to being able to welcome your child back to school 
soon. 
 
Warm regards and take care, 
 
 
 
 
Mary Fraser – Headteacher Cherry Tree Primary School 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#public-transport

